
                                                            HSA Meeting  
                                                      September 1, 2016 
 
New President Patti Zimmerman welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the school year 
which started at 8:05am.   She introduced the new HSA Board; Melinda Morgan is VP of 
Membership, Patty Heath is VP of Public Relations, Maryann Cockerille is Treasurer, Jil Simon 
is Secretary, Ellen Whiteman is Assistant Treasurer, Claire French is Parliamentarian. She also 
introduced the Volunteer Chairs; LeAnn Pliske is the Volunteer Coordinator, Nikole Hall is 
Hospitality Chair, Lori DiRocco is Webmaster, & Raquel Izquierdo is in charge of T-shirt sales & 
box top collections. 
 
Treasurer Maryann Cockerille made sure everyone had a print out of the budget in their hands. 
She explained we have $51,911.57 in our account which is really good. We have a total of 
$4,670.66 in restricted funds which goes to various school groups that don’t have an account. 
The only fundraising we have done so far is T-shirt sales, so that’s why there is a deficit in that 
account. At the end of last year we had an extra $10,000.00 that would go towards a wish list of 
items needed. $5,000 went towards violins, $700.00 towards a Math Program for 4th & 5th 
graders, $1,700.00 for new carpets for K - 2nd grades.  
Patti brought up that we need volunteer chairs for Meet the Masters and Betsy Benson 
volunteered to do this.  
Maryann explained that there was an extra $152.00 from the Display My Art  which will go 
towards the Meet the Masters which brings the total for this program to $752.00. The Reading 
Program & Scheduling Day Minders (Agenda books) are both paid for. Each teacher gets 
$200.00 from HSA. Patty Heath has $160.00 for yearbooks this year. $34,275.00 needs to stay 
in the account & we can spend $20,031.20. See budget for complete details. 
 
Patti forgot to mention HSA Board member Gina Reynen who is the new VP of Fundraising. 
 
VP of Membership Melinda Morgan wants everyone to join HSA for $10.00 per family & this 
goes directly to the children. Membership keeps you plugged in for invites, volunteer 
opportunities & so we can contact you. This gives a direct message to your kids that you’re 
involved & you can now sign up online. To be a Room Parent, you must be a member of HSA. 
Every teacher gets one & you can also be a Specials Room Parent. Patti brought up that by 
joining HSA you can vote. 
 
Christine Sjoblom heads the Adopt-A-Class program & she explained that this is a nationwide 
program to get local businesses involved in public schools. The $250.00 donation can be from 
an organization or families too. Our goal is to have every class adopted twice and this includes 
Specials as well. Teachers can spend this money however they want for the class. Forms are 
out & the bulletin board shows which classes have been adopted already. 
 



Volunteer Coordinator LeAnn Pliske spoke about our new volunteer website that we are using, 
Signup.com and she will start sending out volunteer opportunities tomorrow through this site. 
She needs a lot of volunteers and it’s a good way to be involved. 
Ms. Rodriguez is the Volunteer Coordinator from the school’s side and told everyone that you 
have to reapply each year to be able to volunteer at the school. After applying you can pick your 
badge up in the office & it will need to be worn while on campus. If you volunteer your time off- 
site you can manually log hours in & printed log sheets are available. You are considered an 
active volunteer if you log in 4+ hours and are invited to the Volunteer Breakfast. More than 200 
hours you get a special ceremony & a pin. She went over guidelines for volunteering & ways 
you can help out at school. You can come as just a “visitor” for lunch. She thanked everyone for 
coming. 
 
Patti introduced the upcoming events and introduced the Chairs for the Fall Supersale, Marie 
Reny & Sarah Mullen. They are stuffing packets now and want everyone to encourage their 
kids. It starts Tuesday the 6th and they need volunteers to collect packets in the morning at drop 
off. 
 
Patti explained the Meet the Masters which is an art enrichment program and the kids artwork is 
displayed in the Spring. 
 
VP of Fundraising, Gina Reynen, spoke about the Parent Social which is September 22nd 
7:00-9:00pm at Southport Raw Bar. She gave a big thank you to Buddy & Noi Sherman for 
donating the venue. Tickets are $20.00 per person. She needs volunteers to pre-sell tickets and 
we need some more auction items. 
 
Brent Bushnell is taking over Pumpkin Pizzazz from Barry Zimmerman who has run it for many 
years. Brent explained that this is our huge Fall fundraiser with a Halloween carnival theme 
where there are games, food, & raffle baskets. It’s a lot of fun & a lot of volunteers are needed 
as well as people to help fund it. There will be boards posted in the office for you to volunteer 
your time &/or money & they will be posted at the Parent Social. The event is October 21st. 
 
VP of Public Relations, Patty Heath, is in her 4th year of running the yearbook & she needs a 
committee to help out. Last years was 60 pages and she needs a lot of photos with different 
faces. Her goal is to have every kid in the yearbook. The cost is $15.00 and you can buy 
recognition ads for your kids. Room parents need to take pictures in their classrooms & submit 
to the website. 
Patty also talked about the Family Fun Day outing at the Miami Dolphins game versus the 
Buffalo Bills. This is the 3rd year we are doing this. The tickets are $60.00 per person and bus 
departs from Harbordale at 10am for a 1pm game, tailgating included. There are only 50 tickets 
available & she’s already sold 20 of them. 
 
Assistant Treasurer, Ellen Whiteman spoke about the coupon books that the 4th graders are 
selling as a fundraiser. The first page has $20 worth of coupons from Fresh Market that can be 



used at Publix, plus many other coupons to local businesses that we frequent. Cost is $25.00 
and $12.00 of this goes to the school. 
Ellen also promoted the Girl Scouts for Amy Cox and if anyone had an interest in getting friends 
together to join and bring their own group to contact Amy. 
 
Sra. Kupferman is promoting Spanish Heritage Month, but she had to go to class, so Patti spoke 
for her. September 12 - 16th, the kids will be making pinatas during Spanish class & she needs 
volunteers in the class for this. LeAnn Pliske will send out more info & you can also email Sra. 
Kupferman for details. 
 
Assistant Principal Mrs. Kashdin made the announcement that police were issuing parking 
tickets that morning. Neighbors have been calling and complaining about the parking. Do not 
park on sidewalks or private property. She also said they are trying to get the car loop moving 
faster, so this is an option instead of parking. She talked about the new Remind Sign Up Texting 
System and encouraged everyone to sign up. She also mentioned that if come to have lunch 
with your child that you need to eat outside instead of in the lunchroom. Mrs. Kashdin said it’s 
real important to arrive on time & that they will start marking tardies if you come after 8:00am. 
She talked about the upcoming Parent Curriculum meetings & it’s very important for you to 
attend. 
 
Principal Mrs. Bucolo thanked Mrs. Kashdin & agreed that parking is not the best, but that we 
did have a smooth opening & orientation was outstanding with a lot of parents & kids attending. 
She told us we have a new Director in our District & his name is David Hall. She thanked all the 
fabulous teachers & families of Harbordale for all of their teamwork in making it all happen. She 
talked about the new teachers that were hired to fill in for the teachers that retired last year. The 
new teachers are; Shannon Costello (K), Kori Goldstein & Mary Chee (3rd), Lauren Kirik (4th), & 
Kelly Zacharias (4th) has come back to teach at Harbordale. Mrs. Fleming (5th) had her baby & 
Leonni Hemmo is filling in for her till she comes back around the Holidays. Mrs. Calvary had her 
baby near the end of the school last year. Some new Teacher’s Assistants were brought in; 
Maegan Melody, Christina Danese & Tandressia St. Louis. Brittany Tracey is our Pool 
Substitute. Ms. Drea has come back after budget issues where we had to cut & she is being 
reprocessed & should be back in force next week. She told us we are budgeted for enrollment 
of 450 students based on last year & to date we have 442 students. Reassignments have been 
opened to try and fill in these openings that have to be filled soon. Mrs. Bucolo mentioned that 
there are more buses now so this line is longer with a lot of traffic. She also talked about the 
District giving us 3 crossing guards, but they have taken out one of the crosswalks because 
there’s no light there now. Jaywalkers will be ticketed for not using crosswalks. She reiterated 
that communication is key and to sign up for for Remind texts & Dolphin Doings emails go out 
every week. HSA is also buying a bulletin board where we will post communications. She talked 
about the school bond that was passed for Broward County for $800 million & Harbordale is to 
receive $1.3 million of this bond money. A chunk of this is for technology for Lenovo computers, 
so 4th grade is now D4 (digital 4th grade). 5th grade was already a D5, 3rd grade has 13 
computers & K, 1 & 2 have the older Apple computers. Thankfully through HSA we have many 



IPads dispersed throughout the grades. A piece of this bond money is for facilities & $100,000 is 
for enhancements & capital improvements. We have next year to decide on this for the following 
year. Her thoughts were the A/C in the older building needs to be replaced & there are roof 
issues as well as flood issues in the Art room. Mrs. Bucolo told us we need to have a new SAC 
(School Advisory Council) representative & meetings are at 2:15pm. 
 
Patti thanked everyone for coming & reiterated that the success of our school relies on the 
parents, teachers & administrators. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:20am.  


