
                                              HSA General Meeting 
                                               November 10, 2016 
  
Meeting was called to order at 8:02am in the Media Center at Harbordale Elementary. 
President Patti Zimmerman welcomed everyone. She thanked Nikole Hall for setting up food and drinks in the back. 
The Drying Rack that HSA purchased for Ms. Hardison was put together this week by Barry Zimmerman and Brent 
Bushnell. She is very excited about it, and she will probably never have to move out of the Art Room because it’s 
huge and we’ll never get it out of there. The other thing that is new is Lori DiRocco, our Webmaster, has created a 
Twitter account for us (bottom of the agenda has the Twitter account which is @Harbordale_HSA). The Facebook 
page was renamed @HarbordaleHSA. Lori explained when you post photos, go to the HSA page instead of the 
other Harbordale ones that are out there. Lori will be administering this Facebook page and the info will be coming 
directly from HSA. We recently put up signs around the school, such as Harbordale Highway, to make it easier to 
navigate around. It will be super cute and the kids are excited about them. Principal Mrs. Bucolo explained they will 
add some more signs and Barry Zimmerman will put these up as he did the other ones. HSA also purchased the 
Mountain Math for 1st-3rd grade. It’s a math center for the teachers to use in the classrooms. Pumpkin Pizzazz was 
spectacular, and fun was had by all. Also coming soon will be our new website (www.harbordalehsa.com). The new 
one will be very interactive and the sign-ups will be on there, so we will have one stop shopping. 
   
Treasurer Maryann Cockerille talked about the budget. We have $72,634.00 in the account. $19,234.90 is in 
restricted funds, which includes Adopt a Class at $9,457.16, Barnes & Noble has $4.80 left over from last year, and 
Dolphin tickets has $0.11.  There is $2,208.65 in the Playground Equipment Fund, and we are looking into adding 
some small pieces. Reading Program is funded by Denim Days. Next page shows Income. We’ve had a few 
fundraisers and some donations. Holiday Shop is under because we have purchased for that. Parent Social is over 
budget, Pumpkin Pizzazz is over, and I think this is the final figure of $10,551.33. Super Sale and T-Shirts are doing 
great and are all over budget. Expenses are almost done. Author Assemblies are coming. General Fund is what we 
purchase, such as the Drying Rack, Mountain Math, all the rugs, and the new signs and we are at $13,608.70. This 
also includes the $5,000 for new books for the Resource Room. This is above budget. On the last page, Teacher 
Allotments are out; Weekly Reader is at a minus because it hasn’t been paid yet. Christine asked about money that’s 
in the account for classes that graduated. Maryann stated she goes back and asks the class leaders of that grade 
what they want to do with it. Last year it went back for the HSA Meetings for drinks and food. Sometimes it’s been 
giving to Mrs. Bucolo to buy for the school, such as the pots for plants that are around the school. Parents will decide 
where they want it to go, and it’s usually not that much, (about $100). See Budget for complete details. Patti thanked 
Christine Sjoblom, head of the Adopt-a-Class because every teacher has been adopted and we are very proud of 
that. 
  
Next up is VP of Public Relations, Patty Heath. She asked if everybody saw the copy about the yearbook that went 
home in the red folder. Every year we run a cover contest. The winner gets their artwork as the cover. Then there are 
grade level winners that are all on the back cover. The kids have a full month to do this and we do get some pretty 
impressive artwork. Don’t worry about flaws and having your kids make it perfect because that what’s makes so 
great. Encourage your kids to do this and Superhero Headquarters is the theme for the yearbook. Ms. Hardison 
usually discusses it in art class, and if you have any questions contact Patty. No computer images, all hand drawings, 
and turn in date is December 6th. A parent had a question on Pictavo and he hasn’t been able to load his photos. 
Patty was going to check this out. Brent Bushnell mentioned to remind everybody what Pictavo is. Patty explained it’s 
our yearbook program and it’s how we upload photos by event to the site. Use largest format for all your photos that 
you submit, small is no good. It needs higher resolution and please be selective of your pictures you upload. Edit and 
upload your best shots. You can also just email your photos to Patty and she’ll upload them to the site. 
  
Maryann Cockerille talked about the Holiday Shop. She said everything has been ordered from Fun Services and 
there are items from $0.50 to $50, and there are gifts for everybody. It starts on Monday November 28th and this is 
when classes will come in to view what we have in the Art Room (where it will be set up). They can go home and go 
over it with you. Maryann needs a lot of help on that day, especially for the Kindergarten classes. Have to set up at 
7am in the morning and need 5 people at least for this. LeAnn Pliske said it was set up on volunteer site and the 
spots are already filled in on site. She was going to send out another email to get more sign-ups for this. Maryann 



said the number of people we usually have is enough except for Kindergarten because they need more help. The 
classes will come in during their specials, one class at a time. She needs at least 8 volunteers to cover each day, not 
all at the same time.  Wednesday and Friday is open to everyone. Flyers will be going out next Tuesday with an 
envelope and letter that goes out to kids. Another letter for parents will go out the Tuesday before Thanksgiving. It 
was suggested that it go in folder next Tuesday with the letter that goes to the kids. Between 7:30 -8:00am the kids 
will need a parent to go in to shop. Maryann said it’s the best time watching the kids shop because they are so 
excited. 
  
Judy Dolan talked about the Walk-a-thon and it’s coming up February 3rd. We sent out notices for corporate 
sponsors. We have received one already, and have commitments for 3 more. The names go on the back of the t-
shirts, and it's great advertising. Corporate sponsors are due on December 9th, and the forms will go out again. 
Classes get their t-shirts when they reach their goal. They get to wear the t-shirts on Friday. We will need lots of 
volunteers, and we will be out on the street again. Ft Lauderdale police will be there and will escort all the kids from 
the school to the street. Look in your folders for more info and we need more sponsors and volunteers for this event. 
  
Nikole Hall spoke about the Holiday Luncheon. She said it’s a great way to express your appreciation for the staff 
with mainly homemade dishes, but if cooking isn’t your forte, we still need water, utensils, etc. Last year someone 
bought some great desserts, so anything really goes. All the teachers and staff come in to eat during their lunchtime. 
We need help to decorate the morning of, as well as setting up and labeling everything.  Mrs. Bucolo stated we need 
to be set up by 10ish. Please sign up to volunteer for this event or talk to Nikole for more info. LeAnn said it’s the 
teacher’s favorite thing, and Patti said it's fun to volunteer for this event and talk with all the teachers. 
  
Patti moved on to thank Brent Bushnell on the amazing job he did with Pumpkin Pizzazz. Brent said its success was 
due to everybody coming out which he has no control over. He said there are over 20 tasks where people just 
showed up and did their job, and he didn’t have to touch it. He couldn’t be happier with how everything turned out. He 
stated that it’s time to start training someone to help for next year. All the vendors are in place and you just make the 
phone calls. It gets busy about a week out from the event. If you are interested, Brent will go over all of the notes for 
the event. He needs someone to do 10% for next year, and then take it over for the following year. 
  
Patti apologized that LeAnn Pliske, Volunteer Coordinator wasn’t on the agenda. LeAnn thanked everyone for 
volunteering. Field Day is coming up, and she needs 5 volunteers for each day. It’s done in the parking lot and the 
volunteer spots will go up on the site shortly. Patti mentioned to look out for Holiday Shop and Field Day for volunteer 
opportunities. 
  
Principal Mrs. Bucolo said good morning to everyone. She stated that enrollment is at 469 and that we always 
welcome new students, but would prefer not to get anymore because we are at capacity now. We won’t be affected 
this year, but next year it could happen. We don’t have space for one more room at this point. Budget is OK, and they 
are getting figures to her now, so she will know more in December. The whole Broward District went through full 
accreditation and we are good for another 5 years, which is great because we are a large district. She thanked 
everyone for the great job at Pumpkin Pizzazz, and wanted to publicly thank Assistant Principal Mrs. Kashdin for 
volunteering to be “duck taped” up. She was a good sport and we appreciate that. Change for Change was collected 
for Haiti, and we raised $1,850 which went to the Red Cross.  The Food Drive is ending today. Parents are running 
some of the food over to Ft Lauderdale High School, some is going to our families at Harbordale, and what’s left goes 
to local food banks. We are having our Toy Drive and some of this will go to the CDTC. She thanked HSA for the 
signs which she is very excited about. Signs in a Flash made them and each one was about $25. For Veterans Day, 
Genie usually purchases flags with a plastic stand, but this year she went with wooden sticks, so we might be able to 
keep these up longer. It sends a nice message to kids on honoring our Veterans. The Tuesday after Thanksgiving is 
Christmas on Las Olas. Mr. Ciotti has 165 students singing and the time is traditionally at 6:30pm, but it’s been 
changed to 6:00pm. Students need to be there at 5:15pm. The Hip Hop singers and dancers have been moved to 
6:30pm. Everybody can come to this and it’s the 4th and 5th grade chorus that sings. The same exact show will be on 
December 21st at the school because of the late break. We will have K-2 parties on the 21st and 3rd-5th on the 22nd. 
No parties on Friday, this will be cleanup day. 
  



Patti asked if there were any questions. She said there will be no HSA meeting in December, so our next one is 
January 6th, which is very close to the Walk-a-thon. She asked if anybody wanted to follow the Twitter feed. Lori 
stated she set it up because Broward County tweets, and it’s a good way to get information out there. The website 
will be forthcoming. Patti drew out tickets for the raffle and 3 winners were selected and won $10 Dunkin Donuts gift 
cards. Patti thanked everyone for coming and to look out for LeAnn’s emails, there is a lot of stuff coming up. Meeting 
adjourned at 8:56am. 
  
 


